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. ON 
A late Diſcovery of a fourth ISLAND near 


Terra Anſtralis, Incognita 
BY 


Henry Cornelius Van Sloetten. 


Wheretn is contained, : 


ATrue Relation of certain Engliſh perſons, who 
In Queen El:zabeths time, making a Voyage to the Eaft 1z- 
dies were cait away, and wracked near to the Coaſt of Ter- 
ra Auſiralis,Tcognita, and all *drowned , except one Man 
and four Women. And now lately 4zzo Dom. 1667. a 
Dutch Ship making a, V oyage to the Eaft 1zdes, driven by 
foul weather there, by chance have fonnd their Poſterity, 
( ſpeaking good Ergliſh) to amount ( as they ſuppoſe ).ro 
ten or twelve thouſand perſons. The - whole Relation 
(+written, and left by the Man himſelf a little before his 
death, and delivered to the Dutch by his Grandchild ) Is 
here annexed with the Longitude and Latitude of the Ifland, 
the ſcituation and feliciry thereof, with other matter ob- 
ſervable. | 


gi : 70 Fer Licenſed Fuly 27, 1668. 
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LON DON, Printed for Alle» Banks and Charles Þ 


next door to the three Squerrills 1n Fleet-ſtreet, over again 
St, DunFtans Church, 16 6 8, 


7 he tres 1 a4 xj wobkghe d 
'hvay loo) U 44fp own 0 £4 Sh a. 


ON 


Two Letters concerning the Iſland of Pines to 


a Credible perſon in Covent Garden. 
Amſterdam, Fune the 29" 1668. 


6 is written by the laft Poſt from Rochel, to a Merchant tn this 


City, that there was a- French ſhip arrived, the Mgfter and 
Company of which reports, that about 2 or 30o Leagues Northweſt 


from CapeFinis Terre, they fell 1a with an I/land,where they nent 


on ſhore,and found about 2000 Engliſh people without cloathes.orly 
ſome [mall coverings about their middle, and that they related to 
them, that at their firſt coming to this Iſland ( which was in Queen 
Elizaberhs time ) they were but froe in number men and women, 
berng caſt on ſhore by arstreſs or otherwiſe, and had there remained 
ever ſince, without having any correſpondence with any other people, 
or any. ſhip; coming to them. This ſtory ſeems ery fabulous, yet 
the Letter is come to a krown Merchant, and from a good hand in 
France, ſo that 1 thought fit to mention it, it may be that there 
may be ſome miſtake 1n the number of the Leagues, as alſo of the 
exa# point of the Compaſs, from Cape Fints Terre; 7 ſhall ex- 
quire more particularly about it. Some Englh here ſuppoſe it may 
Ze th: Tland of Brafile which have been ſo oft ſought for, Southweſt 
from Ircland, if true, we ſhall hear further about it ; Your friend 
ard Brother, |  Abiaham Keck, 
Amſterdam, July the 6th, 1668. 

TT is (aid that the ſhip that diſcovered the Tand, of which 1 

hinted to you 12 my laſts 1s departed from Rochel, on her way 
to Lealand, ſeveral perſons here have writ thither to exquire for 


' the ſaid Veſſel, to know the truth of this buſineſs, I was prom: es 


ſed a Copy of the Letter that came from France, ad: efong the die 


covery of the Iſland aboveſatd,” but its zot yet come to my hands,” 
when ut cometh ,or any further news about this Iſland, 1 ſhall ac= 


quatit 10u with its 
/ o 
Your Friend and Brother, 
A. Keek. 
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ISCOVERED | 
Near to the Coaſt of T erra Auftralis Incog« 
nita, by Henry Cornelins V an Sloetten, in 
aLetter to a friendin London, declaring 
the truth of his V oyage to the Eaſt 
Indies. SY 


SIR, ET 

Received your Letter of this ſecond inſtant , wherein 
|| you deſire me to give you a further acconnt concerning 
. the Land of Pzzes, on which we were driven by Aiſtrefe 
of Weather the laſt Summer , I alſo peruſed the Printed 
Book thereof you ſent me, the Copy of which was ſur- 
reptiouſly taken out of my hands , elfe ſhould I have given 
you a more fuller account upon what accaſion we came 
thither > how we were entertained, with ſome other circum- 
+ tt ſtances 


by that mercileſs' element of water, ſixteen dayes together 


(2) 

ftances of note wherein that relation is'defetive. 'To fatisfie 
therefore your defires, I ſhall briefly yer fully give you a parti- 
cular account thereof , with a true Copy of the Relation it ſelf; 
deſiring youto bear with my blunt Phraſes,as being more a Sea- 


man then a Scholler.. . ; 
April the 26th 1667, We ct ſail trom AmZHerdam, intend- 


ing for the Eaſt-lzdies ; our (bip had to name the place from 


whence we came , the Amſterdam burthen 350. Tun, and 
having a fair gale of Wind, on the 27 of May following we 
had a fizht of the high Peak of Texriffe —_— the Cana- 
7tes; we have touched at the Iſland Palma, but having endea- 
voured it twice, and finding the winds contrary, we ſteered on 
our couſe by the Ifles of Cape Ferd, or Tnſulz Capitis Vi. 
ridis, where at St. Fames's we took in freſh water, with ſome 
few Goats, and Hens, wherewith that Ifland doth plentifully 
abound. 

Tune the 14, we had a ſight of Madagaſcar, or the Ifland of 
St, Laurence, anl{land of 4000 miles in compaſs , and ſcitu- 
ate under the Southern Tropick;thither we ſteered our courſe, 


and trafficked with the inhabitants for Kntves, Beads, Glaſſes 


and the like, having in exchange thereof Cloves and Silver. 
Departing from thence, we were incountred with a violent 
ſtorm, and the winds holding contrary , for the ſpace of a 
fortnight, brought us back almoſt as far as the Iſle Del Prix. 
cipe ; during which time many of our men fell ſick, and ſome 
dycd, but at the end of that time it pleaſed God the wind 
favoured us again, and we ſteered on our courſe merrily, for 
the ſpace of ten days : when on a ſudden we were encounter- 
ed with ſuch a violent ſtorm, as if all the four winds togg- 
ther had conſpired for gur deſtruction, ſo that the ſtouteſt 
ſpirit of us all quailed, expeQting every hour to be devoured 


did 
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did this ſtorm continue, though not with ſuch violence as at 
the, firſt, the Weather being ſo dark all the while , and the 
Sca ſo rough, that we knew not in what place we were, at 
length all on a ſudden the Wind ceafed, and the Air cleared, 
the Clouds were all diſperſed, and a very ſerene Sky follow- 
ed, for which wegave hearty thanks to th Almighty, it be- 
ing beyond our expeRation that we ſhould have eſcaped the 
violence of that ſtorm. 

At lengthone of our men mounting the Main-maſt eſpy- 
ed fire, an evident ſign of ſome Countrey near adjoyning , 
which preſently after we apparently diſcovered, and fteerin 

our courſc age nizher , we ſaw ſeveral perſons mail 
cuouſly running about the ſhore, as it were wondering 


. and admiring at what they ſaw: Being now near to the 


Land, we manned out our Jong Boat with ten perſons, who 
Eviane is the ſhore, asked them in our Dutch Tongue Tat 


lant is dif 2 to which they returned this Anſwer in 
Engliſh , That they knew wot what we ſaid. One of our 


Company named Jeremiah Hanzen who underſtood Ergliſh 


very well, hearing their words diſconrſt to them in their own 
Language ſo that in fine we were very kindly invited 'on 
ſhore, great numbers of them flocking about us, admiring ar 
our Cloaths which we did wear, as we on the other fide did 
to find in ſuch a ſtrange place, ſo many that could ſpeak Erg- 
liſh, and yet to go naked, 
 Fourof our men returning back in the Jong Boat to our 
Ships company, could hardly make them believe the truth of 
what they had feen and heard , but when we had brought. 
our (hip into harbour, you would have bleſt your ſelf to ſee 
how the naked Iſlanders flocked unto us, ſo wondering at 6ur 
(hip, as if it had been the greateſt miracle of Nature in whole 
World, | 

We 
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<—— 


the place where we landed 3 which we found to be about the 
bigneſs of one of our ordinary village houſes, #2was ſupported 
with rough unhewn pieces of Timber, and covered very artift- 
cially with boughs, fo that ir would keep out the greatelt 
ſhowers of Rain, the ſides thereof were adorned vvith ſeveral 
ſorts of Flowers, which the fragrant fields there do.yield in 
great variety. The Prince himſelf ( whoſe name was W:ll:an 
Pine the Grandchild of George P:ye that was firſt on ſhore in 
this Iſland ) came to his Pallace door and ſaluted us very-cour- 
teouſly, for though he had nothing of Majeſty in him, yer had 
he a courteous noble and deboneyre ſpirit, wherewith your 
En = Nation ( eſpectally thoſe of the Gentry) are very much 
indued, 

Scarce had he done faluting us when his Lady er Wife, 


_ came [tkewiſe forth of their Houſe or Pallace » attended on 


by two Maid-ſervants , ſhe was a woman of an exquiſite 
beauty, and had on her head as it were a Chaplet of Flow. 
ers, which being intermixt with ſeveral variety of colours be. 
came her admirably, Her privities were hid with ſome 
oo of old Garments, the Relits of thoſe Cloaths ( I 
uppole ) of them which firſt came hither, and yer being a- 
dorned with Flowers thoſe very rags feemeth beautiful 5 = 
indee 


(5) 


indeed modeſty {o far prevaileth over all the Female Scx of 
that Ifland, that with graſs and flowers interwoven and made 
ſtrong by the peclings of young Elms ( which grow ther, 
in great plenty) they do plant together ſo maty* of them 
as (erve to cover theſe parts which nature "would have hid- 
den. : [EM | 

We carried himas a preſent ſome few Knives, of which 
we thought they had great need, an Ax or Hatchet to {ll 
Wood, which was very acceptable unto him, the Old one 
which was caſt on ſhore at the firlt, and the only one that they 
ever had, being now ſo quite blunt and dulled, that it would 
not cutat all, ſome tew other things we alſo gave him, which 
he very thankfully accepted, inviting us into his Houſe or 
Pallace, and cauſing us to fit down with him, where we re- 
freſhed our ſelves again,: with ſome 'more Countrey viands 
which were no other then ſuch we taſted of before ; Prince 
and peaſant here faring alike, nor is there any difference bes 
 twixt their drink, being only freſh ſweet water, which the ri- 
vers yield them in great abundance. | 

After ſome little pauſe, our Companion ( who could ſpeak 
Ergl:ſh) by our requeſt defired to know of him ſomething con- 
cerning their Original and how that people ſpeaking the Lan- 
ouage. of ſuch a remote Conntrey, thould: come to inhabir 
there, having not,2s we could {ce, ary (hips or Boats amongſt 
them the means tobring them thicher, and which was: more, 
altogether ignorant and meer ſtrangers to ſhips, or ſhipping, 
theMain thing conducible to that means, ro which requeſt of 
ours, the courteous Prince thus replyed. | | 

Friends ( for ſo your ations declare you.to be, and. (hall 
by ours find no les ) know that we-are inhabitants of this 
Iſland of no great ſtanding , my Grandfather being the firſt 
that ever ſet foot on this ſhore, whoſe native Counttey was 
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(6) 
a place called England, far diſtant from this our Land, as he 
let us to underſtand 3 He came from thar place upon the VWa- 
ters, In a rang called aShip, of watch no queſtion but you may 
have heard ; ſeveral other perſons were in his company, not in- 

, tending to have come hither ( as he {aid ) but toa place called 
[:dia, when tempeſtuous weather brought him and i S compa- 

py upon this Coaſt, where falling among the Rocks his (hip 
ſplit all in pieces ; the whole company perithing in the VWa- 
ters, ſaving only him and four women, which by means of a 
—_ plece of that Ship , by Divine affiſtance got on 
and, 
What after paſſed (ſaid he) during my Grandfathers life, 
| T ſhall ſhow you in a Relation thereof written by his own 
hand, which he dclivered to my Father being his eldeſt Son, 
charging him to have a ſpecial care thereof, and afluring him 
that time would bring ſome people or other thither to whom 
he would have him to impart it, that the truth of our firſt 
- planting here might not be quite loſt, which his commands 
my Father dutifully obeyed; but no' one coming. he at his 
death delivered the ſame with the like charge to me, and you 
being the firſt people, which ( beſides our ſelves ) ever ſer 
footing in this Iſland , I ſhall therefore in obedience to my 
Grandfathers and Fathers commands, willingly impart thc 
ſame unto you. | 
Then ſtepping into a kind of inner room, which as we con- 
| ceived was his lodging Chamber, he broughr forth two 
ſheets of paper fairly written in Engliſh, ( being the ſame 
Relation which you had Printed with you at Zozdon ) and very 
dittin&ly read the ſame over unto us, which wc hearkened un- 
to with great delight and admiration,freely proffering us a 
Copy of the ſame, which we afterward took and brought away 
along with us ; which Copy hereafter followeth, . 


SQ 


(7) 
A Way to the Eaſt /ndtas being lately diſcovered by Sea, 


to the South of 4ff/:ick by certain Portugals, far more ſafe 
and profitable then had been heretofore 3 certain Engliſh 
Merchants encouraged by the great advantages ariſing from 
the Eaſtern Commodities, to {ertlea Factory there for the ad- 
vantage of Trade. And having to that purpoſe obtained the 
Queens Royal Licence Anno Dom. 1569. 11, or 12, El:z. 
furniſhr out for thoſe parts four ſhips, my Maſter being ſent 
. as FaQorto deal and Negotiate for them , and to ſettle 
chere , took with him his whole Family, ( that is to ſay ) 
his Wife, and one Son of about twelve years of age, and one 
Daughter of about fourteen years, two Maidſervants,one Ne- 
gro temale flave, and my Self, who went under him as his 
Book-keeper , with this company on Monday the third of 
April next following , ( having all. neceſſaries for Houſe- 
keeping when we ſhould come there , we Embarqued our 
ſelves in the good ſhip called the 724i Merchant,of about four 
hundred andfifty Tuns burthen, and having a good wind, wc 
on the fourteenth day of 44ay had ſight of the Canarzes, and 
not long after of the Ifles of Cape Fert, or Yerd, where taking 
in ſuch things as were neceflary for our Voyage, and ſome 
freſh Proviſions,weſtearing our courſe South, and a point Ealſt, 
about the firſt of 4»guſt came within fight of the Ifland of St. 
Hellen, where we took in ſome freſh water, we then ſer our 
faces for the Cape of Good hope, where by Gods þleffing at- 
ter ſome ſickneſs, whereof ſome of our company diedz though 
none of our family;and hitherto we had met with none but calm 
weather,yet foit pleaſed God,when we were almoſt in fight of 
St.Laurence,an Ifland ſo called,one of the orcateſt inthe world, 
as Marriners ſay, we were overtaken and diſperſed by a great 
ſtorm of Vind, which continued with ſuch violence many 


B 2 days, 


days, that loſing all hope of ſafety , being out of our own - 
knowle ige, *, whether we ſboul fall on F:ats or Rocks , 
uncertain in the.nigkts , not having the leaſt benefit of the 
light, we feared moit, alwayes wiihing for dzy, and ten for 
Land, but it cainc too ſoon for our good; tor about the ftirit 
of O#:ber, our fears having male us forget how the time 

aed to a certainty : we about the break of day diſcerned 
Lan4 ( but what we knew not ) rhe Land ſeemed high and 
Rockey, and the Sea continued {tt]] very ſtormy and tempe- 
ſtuous,. inſomuch as there ſeemed no hcpe of ſafety , but 
looked ſuddenly to. periſh. As we grew near Land,perceiving 
no ſafcty in the ſhip, which we looked would ſuddenly be 
beat 11 pieces : The Captain, my Maſter ,- and ſome others 
got into the long Boat, thinking by that means to ſave their 
lives, and preſently after all the Seamen caſt themſelves over- 
board , thinking to ſave their lives by ſwimming , onely my 
ſel my Maſtcrs Daughters, the two Maids, and the Negro 
were !cft on board, for we could not ſwim ,.but thoſe thar left 
us, might as well have tarried with us, for we {aw them, or 
molt of them periſh, our ſelves now ready afterto foliow their 
fortune, but God was pleaſed to ſpare our lives, as it were 
by miracle, thouzh to further ſorrow ; for when we came a- 
geainſt the Rocks , our ſhip having endured two or three 
blows againſt tc Rocks , ( being now broken and quite fonn- 
dred in the Waters , we having with much ado gotten our 
ſelves on the Bow{pright , which being broken off , was 
driven by the Waves into a ſmall Creek , wherein fel} a little 
River , which being encompaſſed by the Rocks, was ſheltered 
from the Wind,ſo that we had opportunity to land our ſelves, 
{ rhouzh almoſt drowed) in all four perſons , belides the 
Negro : when we were got upen the Rock, we could per- 


ceive the mifcrable Wrack to our great terrour, I had in my 
pocket 


(9) 

pocket a little TinJer-hex- and Steel, and Flint toftrike fire at 
any rine ypo;2 occulon,vaich ſerved now to good Purpeoſc,for 
its being {cs cloic,rriferved tne Tinder dry, with this, and the 
help of ſome oli rotten Wood witch we got together, we 
kindled a fire and dryed our ſelves, which done, I Ictt my fe- 
male con:/p2ny, and wentto fee, it I could find any of our 
Ships company, that were cfcaped, but could hcar of none, 
though 1 heored and mac all the noiſe I could ; neither could 
I perceive the toor'teps of any living Creature ( fave a few 
Birds , and other Fuwls. Ar length it drawing towards the 
Evening, I went back ro my company, who were very much 
troubled for wart of me, I being now all their ſtay in this 
loſt condition, we were ar firſt attraid that the wild pcople of 
the Countrey might find us out,although we ſaw no tootiteps 
of any not fo much as 2 Path ; the Woods round about be- 
ing full of Briers an41 Brambles , we allo ſtood in fear of wild 
Beaſts, of ſuch alſo we ſaw none, nor ſign of any : Bit above 
all, and rhat we had greateſt reaſon to fear, was to be ſtarved 
to death for want of Food, but God had otherwiſe provided 
for us as you ſhall know hereafter ; this done. we ſpent our 
time in getting ſome broken nieces of Boards, and Planks, 
and ſome of the Sails and Rizging on ſhore for ſhelter ; I ſer 
up two or three Poles, and drew two or thrce of the Cords 
and Lines from Tree to Tice, over which throwing ſome Sail- 
cloathcs- and having gotten Wood by us, and three or four . 
Ser-gowns,which we had dryed,we took up our Lodging for : 
that night alrogerher ( the 4/ackavoor being lefs fenſible then 
the reſt we made our Centry) we flcpr ſoundly that night, 
as having not flept in three or four nights before ( our 
fears of what happened preventing us ) neither could out 
hard lodging, fear, and danger hinder us we were ſo over 


3 
watcht. 
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On the morrow, being well refreſht with ſleep, the winde 
ceaſed, and the weather was very warm: we went down the 
Rocks on the ſands at low water, where we found great part 
of our lading , cicher on (hore or floating near it. 1 b 
the help of my company, dragged moſt of it on ſhore ; what 
was too heavy for us broke, and we unbound the Casks and 
Cheſts, and, taking out the goods » ſecurcd all; fo that 
we wanted no clothes , nor any other proviſion neceſſary for 
Houſckeepingzto furniſh a better houſe than any we were like 
to have ; but no vicuals ( the Jaſt water having ſpoiled all) 
only one Cask of bisket , being lighter than the reſt was dry; 
this ſerved for bread a while, and we found on Land a ſort 
of fowl abcut the bigneſs of a Swan, very heavie and fat, that 
by reaſon of their weight could not fly , of theſe we found 
lictle difficulry to kill, ſo that was our preſent food ; we car- 
ried out of England certain Hens and Cocks to cat by the way, 
ſome of theſe when the ſhip was broken,by ſome means got to 
land, & bred exceedingly,ſo that in the futnre they were a great 
help unto us3 we found allo,by a little River, in the flags, ſtore 
of eg2s, of a ſort of foul much like our Ducks, which were 
wy good meat, ſo that we wanted nothing to keep us 
alive. '* 

On the morrow, which was the third day, as ſoon as it 
was morning , ſccing nothing to diſturb us, I lookt out a 
conventent place to dwell in, | ba we might build us a Hut 
to ſhelter us from the weather , and from any other dan- 
ger of annoyance , from wild beaſts (if any ſhould finde us 
out : So clofle by a large ſpring which roſe out of a high 
hill over-looking the Sea, on the fide of a wood, having a 
profpe& towards: the Sea) by the help of an Ax and ſome 
other implements (for we had all necetlaries, the workin 
of the Sea, having. caſt up moſt of our goods ) I cut down 
all the ſtraighteſt poles I could find, and which were enough 
tor 
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(11) 
for my purpoſe, by the help of my company ( neceſſity 
being our Maſter ) I digged holes in the earth ſerting my 
poles at an equ] diſtance, and nailing the broken board's of the 
Caskes, Cheſts,and Cabins,and ſuch like to them, making my 
door tothe Seaward, and having covered the top, with fail- 
clothes ſtrain'd, and natl'd, I in the ſpace of a weck had made a 
large Cabbin big enough to hold al our goods and our 
ſelves in it, I alſo placed our Hamocks for lodging, purpo- 
ſing ( if it pleaſed God to ſend any Ship that way) we "3 
be tranſported home , but it never came to paſs , the plac 

| wherein we were ( as I conceived ) being much out of the 

b way. | 

| We having now lived in this manner full four months, and 

not ſo muchas ſeeing or hearing of any wild people , or of 
any of our own company , more then our ſelves ( they - 
being found now by experience to be all drowned)and the 
place as we after found 7 being a large Ifland, and difjoyrned, 
and out of fight of any other Land , was wholly uninha- 
bited by any people , neither was there any hurtful beaſt to 
annoy us : But on the contrary the countrey ſo very pleaſant, 
being always clothed with green, and full of pleaſant fruits, 
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| and variety of birds, ever warm,and never colder then in Eg- 

2 Land in September : So that this place ( had it the culture, char 

; Skilful people might beſtow on it ) would prove a Pa- 

| radiſe. | p 

The Woods afforded us a ſort of Nuts, as big as a large ' 


Apple, whoſe kernel being pleaſant and dry, we made uſe 
of inſtead of bread. that fowl before mentioned , and a ſort 
of water-fowl like Ducks, and their eggs, and a beaſt abour 
the ſize of a Goat, ;and almoſt ſuch a like creature , which 
| brought two young ones at a time , and that twice a ycar,ot 
# which the Low Lands and Woods, were very full,being a 


| . very harmleſs creature and tame, ſo that we could cab 
rake 
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cake and kill them Fiſh, alſo, eſpecially Shell-fiſh ( which we 
could beſt come by ) we had grcar ſtore of, ſo that in cfica 
as to Food we warcd nothing 3 and thus , and by ſuch like 
helps , we continued {ix moneths, without any diſturbance or 

want. 
Ieleneſs and Fulneſs of every thing begot in me a deſire | 
_ of enjoying the women, beginning now to grow more f1- | 
miliar , I had perſwaded the two Maids to Fet me lte wich | 
cm , which 1 did ar firſt in private , bur after , cuſtome | 
king away (ſhame (there being none but us) we did itmore * {| 
openly, as our Lults gave us liberty ; aiterwards my Maſtcrs 


———_— — 


's) , . 
Dau-hter was content alſo to do as we did; the truth 1s, 


they were all handſome VVomen,when they had Cloathes, and 
well ſhaped, feeding well. For we wanted no Food, and li- 
ving idlely, and ſccing us at Liberty to do our wills, without 
hope of cver returning home made us thus bold : One of the 
firit of my Conforts with whom TI firſt accomprnincd ( the 
talleſt and handſomeſt ) proved preſently with child, the ſe- 
cond was my Maſters Daughter, and the other alſo nor long 
after fell into the ſame condition : none now remaintng but my 
Negro, who {ecing what we did» longed allo for her ſhare ; 
one Night, I being aſleep, my Negro, ( with the conſent of 
the others) got clofle ro me, thinking it being dark, to . 
bezuile me, but I awaking and feeling her, and perceiving - | 
who it was, yet willing to try the difference , ſatisfied my 
ſelf with her, as well as with one of the reſt : thar night, al- 
though rhe firſt time, ſhe proved alſo with child, fo that in 
the year of our being here, all my women were with child by 
me, and they all conung at different ſeaſons, were a great hclp 
to one another. 
The firſt brought me a brave Boy, my Maſters Dauzhter | 


was rhe youngeſt, ſte brought me a Girl, ſo did the other | 
Maid, \ 
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(12) 
Maid, who being ſomething fart ſped worle at her labour : the 
Negro had no pain at all, brought-me a fine white Girl, 
ſo ' had one Boy and three Girls, tne Women were ſoon 
well again, and the two firſt with child again befcre the two 
laſt were brought to bed, my cultome being not to lie with 


" "IP 


any of them after they were with child , till others were ſo 


likewiſe, and not with the black ar all after ſhe was with child, 


which commonly was at the firſt timeI lay with her , which 
was in the night and not elſc, my ſtomach would not ferve 
me, although ſhe was one of the handfomeſt Blacks I had ſeen, 
and her children as comly as anv of the reſt; we had no clothes 
for them, and therefore when they had ſuckr, we laid them 
in Moilc to ilcep, and took no further care of them, for we 
knew, when they. were gone more would come, the VVo- 
men never failng once a year at leaſt , and none of the Chil- 
dren” ( for all the hardſhip we put them to) were cver 
ſick. ſo that wanting now nothing but Cloathes, nor them 
much neither, other then for decency , the warmth of the 
Countrcy and Cuſtome ſupplying that Defe&t , we were 
now well ſatisfied with our condition , our Family beginning 
ro grow large , there being nothing to hurt us » we. many 
times lay abroad on Mofley Banks, under the ſhelter of ſome 
Trees, or ſuch like ( for having nothing elſe to do ) I had 
made me fſeyeral Arbors*to ſleep in with my VVomen in the 
hear of rhe dayzin theſe I and my women paſled the time away, 
they being never willinz to te out of my company. 

| And having now no thought of ever returning home, as 
having reſolved and ſworn each to other , never to part or 
leave-one another, or the place ; having by my ſeveral wives, 
forty ſeven Children, Boys and Girls, but moſt Girls, and 


growing upapace, wewere all of us veryfleſbly , the Couns 


iry ſo well agrecing with us, that we never ailed any thing 3 
my 


1 
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my Negro having had twelve, was the firſt that left bearing, ſo 
I never medled with her more: My Maſters Daughter ( by 
whom I had moſt children, being the youngeſt and hand- 
ſomeſt ) was moſt fond of me, and I of her. Thus we lived 
for ſixteen years , till percelving my eldeſt Boy to mind the 
ordinary work of Nature, by ſceing what we did, Igave him 
a Mate, and ſo 1 did to all the reſt, as faſt as rhey grew 'np, 
and were capable : My Wives having left bearing, my chil- 
dren began to breed apace, fo we were like to be a multitude ; 
My firſt Wife brought me thirteen children, my ſecond ſeven, 
/ Maſters Daughter fifteen; and the Negro twelve, in all for- 
ty lEven. 

f After we had lived there twenty two years , my Agro died 
ſuddenly, butl could not perceive any thing that ailed her ; 


moſt of my children being grown, as faſt as we married them, , 


I ſent them and placed them over the River by themſelves ſe- 
verally, becauſe we would not peſter one another ; and now 
they being all grown up, and gone, and married after our 
manner (except ſome two orthree of the youngeſt)for (growing 
my ſelf into years) 1 liked not the wanton annoyance of young 
company. 
Thus having lived to the fixtieth year of my age , and the 
fortieth of my coming thither, at which time I- ſent for all 
of them to bring their children, and tfiere were in number deſ- 
cended from me by theſe four Women, of my Chrildren, 
Grand-children,and great Grand-children, five hundred fixty 
five of both ſorts, I took off the Males of one Family, and mar- 
ried them to the Females of another, not letting any to marry 
their ſiſters, as we did formerly out of necefſity , ſo bleſſing 
God for his Providence and goodneſs, I diſmiſt them, Ihayin 
taught ſome of my children to read formerly, for I.had letr 
Rill che Bible, I charged it ſhowld be read once a moneth at 


a 
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a general mecting : At laſt one of my Wives dicd being ſixty 
eight years of age , which I buried in a place, fer our on pur- 
poſe, and within a year after another, fo I had none now left 
bur my Maſters Daughter, and we lived together twelve years 
longer, at length ſhe died allo, ſo I buried her alſo next the 
place where I purpoled to be buried my felt, and the tall 
Maid my firſt ite next me onthe other ſide, the Negro next 
without her, and the other Maid next my Maſters Daughter. 
I had now nothing to mind, but the place whegher I wasto go, 
being very old , almoſt eighry years, I gave my Cabin and 
Furniture that was left to my eldeſt ſon after my deceaſe, who 
had married my eldeſt Daughter by my beloved Wife, whom 
I made King and Governour of all the reſt : I informed them 
of the Manncrs of Emrope , and charged them to remember the 
Chriſtian Religion , after the manner of chem that ſpake the 
ſame Language, and to admit no other, it hereafter any (tould - 
come and find them our. 


And now once for all,I funummozed them to come tome,that 
I might number them, which I did, and found the eſtimate to 
contain in or about the eightieth year of my age, and rhe fifty 
ninth of my coming there ; in all, of all ſorts, one thouſand - 
ſeven hundred cighty and nine. Thus praying God to multi- 
4 ply them, and ſend them the true light of rhe Goſpel, I laſt 
of all diſmiit them : For, being now very old, and my fight 
decayed , I could not cxpe& to live long. I gave this Narra- 
tion ( written with my own hand)to my eldeſt Son, who now 
livedwith me, commanding him to keep it, and if any ftran - 
gers ſhould come hither by chance to let them ſceirt, and. 
take a Copy of it it they would , that our name be not loſt 
from off the earth. I gave this people (defcended from me the 
name of the ENGLISH PINES, George Pine being my 
| C42 | name, 
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name, and my Maſters Daughters name Sarah Engliſh, my two 
other Wives were /ary Sparkes, and Elizabeth Treworyſo their 
ſeverall Deſcendants are called the ENGLISH, the 
SPARKS, and the TREFORS, andthe PHILLS, 
from the C hriſtian Name of the Negro, which was Ph:lippa, 
the having no ſurname: And the general name of the whole the 
E NGLLSH PINES; vvhom God bleſs vvith the dew 
of Heaven, and the fat of the Earth, AME N. 


Ater the reading and delivering unto us a Coppy of this 
Relation, then proceeded he on in his diſcourſe. 

My Grandfather when he wrote this,was as you hear eigh- 
ty yearcs of age, there proceeding from his Loyns one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred eighty nine children,which he had by them 
four women aforeſaid: My Father was his eldeſt fon, and 
was named Henry , begotten of his wite Mary Sparkes, whom 
he apointed chief Governour and Ruler over the reſt ; and 
having given him a charge not to exerciſe tyranny over them, 
ſecing they were his tellow brethren by Fathers fide ( of 
which there could be no doubt made of double dealing 
therein) exhorting him to uſe juſtice and {ſincerity amongſt 
them. and not to let Religion dic with him, but to obſerve and 


keep thoſe Preceprs which he had taught them. he quietly ſur- | 


rendred up his ſoul, and was buried with great lamentation of 
all his children. | 

My father coming to rule, and the people growing more 
populous, made them to range further in the diſcovery of the 
Countrey, which they found an{werable to their defires, full 
both of Fowls aid Beaſts , and thoſe too not hurtful ro man- 
kinde, as if this Country (on which we were by providence caſt 
without arms or other weapons to defend ourſclves,or offend 
others, ſhould by the ſame providence be fo inhabited as nat to 
| haveany need of ſuch like weapons of deſtrution wherewith 
to preſerve our lives, Burt 


(t7) V 

But as it: 15s 1mpoſſible, but that'in multitudes diſorders will 
grow, the ſtronger ſceking to oppreſs the weaker 3 no tye of 
Religion being ſtrong enough to chain up the depraved 
nature of mankinde , even ſo amongſt them miſchielſs began 
toriſe, and they Toon fell from thoſe good orders ——_ 
bed them by my Grandfather. The ſource from whence 
thoſe miſchiefs ſpring, was at firſt, I conceive, 'the negle& of 
hearing the Bible read , which according to my Grand- 
fathers. proſcription) was once a moneth at a general 
meeting » but now many of them wandring ffar up into 
the Country , they quite negle&ed the coming to it, with 
all other means of Chriſtian inſtruction, whereby the ſence 
of ſin being quite loſt in them , they fell to whoredoms, 
inceſts, and adulterics 3 ſo thag what my Grand-father was 
forced to dofor neccſlity, they did for wantonnels ; nay not 
confining themſelves within the bound of any modeſty,bur bro- 
ther and ſiſter lay openly together; thoſe who would not yeild 
ro their lewd embraces,were by force raviſhed,yca many times 
endangered of their lives. To redreſs thoſe enormities, my , 
father afſembled all the Company near unto him, to whom 
he declared the wickedneſs of thofe their brethren ; who all 
with one conſent agreed that they ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed; 
and fo arming themſeives with boughs , ſtones , and ſuch. 
like weapons, they marcned againſt them, who having no- 
tice of rhetr coming , and fearing their deſerved puniſh- 
ment , ſome of them fled into woods, cthers paſſed over - 
a great River, which - runneth through «the heart of our 
Ceuntrey , hazarding drowning to efcape puniſhment z; 
But the grandeft offender of them all was taken , whoſe 
name was Fohn Phill , the ſecond ſon of the Negro-woman 
that came with my Grandfather into this Iſland. He being pro- 
ved guilty of divers raviſhings. & ryrannies committed by him, 
was. 
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awas adjudged guilty of death, and — was thrown 
down from a high Rock into the Sea, where he periſhed in 
the waters. Execution being done upon him» the reſt were 
pardoned for what was paſt, which being notified abroad, 
they returned from thoſe Deſart and Obſcure placcs , wherein 
they were hidden. _ 

Nowas Sced being caſt into ſtinking Dung produceth,good 
and wholeſome Corn for the ſuſtentation of mans life, fo 
bad manners poduceth good and wholeſome Laws for the 
Preſervation of Humane Society, Soon after my Father with 
. the advice of ſome few others of his Counſel, ordained and 
ſet forth theſe Laws to be obſerved by them. 


I. That whoſoever (bould blaſpheme or talk irreverently of 
the name of God ſhould be put to death. | 
” 


2. That who ſhould beabſent from the monethly aſſembly 
' to hear the Bible read, without ſufficient cauſe ſhown to the 
contrary, ſhould for the firſt default be kept without any vi- 
cuals or drink, for the ſpace of four days , and if he offend 
thercin again, then to ſuffer death. 


3. That who ſhonld force or raviſh any Maid or Woman 


ſhould be burnt to death, the party ſo raviſhed putting fire to 


the wood that ſhould burn him. 


4. Whofoever ſhall commit adultery , for the firſt crime 
the Male ſhall loſe his Privities, and the VVoman have her 
right eye bored our, if after that ſhe was again taken in the aQ, 
ſhe ſhould die without mercy. 


5. That who ſo injured his Neighbour, by laming of his 
Limbs, 
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Limbs, or taking any thing away which he poſſeſſeth, ſhall 
ſuffer in the ſame kind himſelf by loſs of .Limb; and for de. 
frauding his Neighbour, to become ſervant to him, whil'lt he 
had made him double fatisfaRion, | 


6. That who ſFould defame or ſpeak evil of the Governour, 
or refuſe to come before him upon Summons, ſhould receive a 
puniſhment by whipping with Rods, and afterwards be explo- 
ded from the ſociety of all the reſt of the inhabitants. 


Having ſet forth theſe Laws, he choſe four ſeveral perſons 
under him to ſee them put in Execution, whereof one was of 
the Ergliſhes, the Off-ſpring of Sarah Ezgliſþ ; another of his 
own Tribe , the Sparks 3 a third of the Trewors, and the fourth 
of the Phills ; appointing them every year at a certain time to 
appear before him, and give an account of what they had done 
in the-proſecution of thoſe Laws. 

The Countrey being thus ſettled, my Father lived quiet and 

eaceable till he atrained to the age of ninety and four years, 
when dying, I ſucceeded in his place, in which 'I have. conti- 
nued peaceably and quietly till this very preſent time. 

"He having ended his Speech,wegave him very heartily thanks 
for our information, afluring him we ſhould not be wanting. to 
him in any thing which lay in our powers, wherewith we could 

leaſure him in what heſhould deſire;and thereupon proferred 
to depart, but before our going away , he would needs en- 
gage us to ſee him, the next day, when was to be their great 
aſſembly or monethly meeting for the celebration of their Re- 
ligious Exerciſes. 

Accordingly the next day we came thither again, and were 
courteouſly entertained as before, In a ſhort ſpace there was 


gathered ſuch a multicude of people together as made us - 
| ads 


(20) 
admire 3 and. firſt there was ſeveral Weddings celebrated, 
the manner whercof was thus. The Bridegroom and Brideap- 
peared beforehim who was their Prieft or Reader of the Bible, 
rogether with the Parents of-each party, or if any of their Pa- 
rents were dead, then the next relation unto then» without 
whoſe conſent as well as the parties to be married, the Prieſt 


will not joyn them together : but being {arisfied in thoſe parti- 


culars, after fome ſhort Oratzons, and joyning of hands toge- 
ther, he pronounces them to be man and wite : and with exhor- 
tations to them to live lovingly towards each other, and 
quictly towards their neighbors, he concludes with ſome pray- 


ers, and ſo dilmiſles them. 


The Weddings being finiſhed, all the people took their pla- 
ces to hear the Word read, the new married perſons having 
the. honour to be next unto the Prieſt that day, after he had 


read three or four Chapters he fell to expounding the moſt dif. 


ficult places therein, the people being very attentive all rhat 
while, this exerciſe continaed for two or three hours, which 
being done , with ſome few prayers he- concluded, but all 
the reſt of that day was by the people kept very {trictly, ab- 
ſtaining from all manner of playing or paſtimes,with which on 
other dayes they ule to paſs their time away, as having need of 
nothing bur victuals, and that they have in ſuch plenty as almoſt 
provided to thetr hands, | 


Their exerciſes of Religion being over, we returned again 
£0 our Ship, and the next day, taking with us two or three 
Fowling-pteces, leaving half our Company to guard the Ship, 
the reſt of us reſolved to go up higher into the Country for a 
{urther diſcovery: All the way as we pafled the firſt morning, 
we-ſaw abundance of little Cabbins or Huts of theſe inhabi- 


cants, made under Trees,and faſhioned up with boughs, graſs, 
and 


be 
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and ſuch like tuffe to defend them from the Sun and Rain: 


and as we went along , they came ont of them much won- 


 dering at our Attire, and ſtanding aloof off from us as if they 


were afraid, but our companton thar ſpake Enzlih, calling to 
them in their own Tongue, and. giving then, good - words , 
they drew nigher, ſome of them freely proffering togo along 
with us , which we willingly accepred ; but having paſſed 
ſome few miles, one of our company eſpying a Bealt like 
unto a Goat come gazing on him, he diſcharged his 
Peece, ſending a brace of Bullets into his belly, which 
brought him deal upon the ground 3 theſe poor naked unar- 
med people hearing the noiſe of the Peece, and ſeeing the 
Beaſt lie tumbling in his gore, without ſpeaking any words be- 
rook them totheir heels , running back again as faſt as they 
could drive, nor could the perſwaſions of our Company, aſ- 
ſuring them they ſhould have no hurt, prevail any thing ar all 
with them, ſo that we wereforced to paſs along without their 
company : all the way that we went we heard the delightfal 
harmony. of ſinging Birds , the ground very fertile in Trees, 
Graſs, and ſuch flowers,as grow by the production of Nature, 
without the help of Art ; many and ſeveral ſorts of Beaſts we 
ſaw, who were not ſo much wild as in other Countries 3 whe- 
ther it were as having enough to fatiate themſelves withour 
ravening upon others, or that they never before ſaw the ſight 
of man, nor heard the report of murdering Guns , I leave it 
to others to determine, Some Trees bearing wild 
Fruits we allo ſaw, and of thoſe ſome whereof we taſt- 
ed > which were neither unwholſome nor diſtaſtful 
to the Pallate, and no queſtion had but Nature here the be- 
nefir of Art added unto it, it would equal, if not exceed ma- 
ny of our Europtan Countrics; the Vallyes were every where 


- intermixt with running ſtreams, ard no queſtion but the earth 


e | hath 
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1 veins of Minerals, enough to fatisfie the defires 
of the moſt covetous. 
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hath in it rich 


It. was very ſtrange tous, to ſee that in ſuch a fertile 


Countrey which was as yet never inhabited , there ſhould be 


notwithſtanding ſuch a free and clear paſſage to ns , without 
the hinderance of Buſhes, Thorns, and ſuch like ſtuff, where. 
with moſt Iflands of the like nature are peſtered : the length of 
the Graſs (which yer was very much intermixt with flowers) 
being the only impediment that we found, 


Six dayes together did wethus travel, ſetting ſeveral marks 
in our way as we went for our better return , not knowing 
whether we ſhould have the benefit of the Stars for our guid- 
ance in our going back, which we madeule of in cur patlage: 
art laſt we came to the vaſt Ocean on the other tide of the 
Iſland , and by our coaſting it , conceive it to be of an oval 
form, only here and there ſhooting forth with ſome Promon- 
tories. I conceive it hath but few good Harbours belonging 
toit, the Rocks-in moſt places making it inacceſſible. The 
length of ir may be about two hundred, and breadth one 
hundred miles , the whole in circumference about five hundred 


miles. 


, It lyerh about ſeventy ſix degrees of Longitude, and twen- 
ty of Latitude, being ſcituate under the third Climate, the 
longeſtday being abour thirteen hours and fourty five minutes. 
The weather as in all Southern Countries, 1s far more hot 
than with us in Europe ; but what is by the Sun parched in 
the day , the night again refreſhes with cool pearly dews. 


The Air is found to be very healthiul by the long lives 


of 
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of the preſent inhabitants , few dying there till ſuch time as 
they come to good years of maturity, many of them arriving 
tothe extremity of old age. 


And now ſpeaking concerning 'the length of " their 
Lives , I think it will not be amiſſe in this place to 
_ ſomething of their Burials, which they uſed to do 


tus, 


When the party was dead , they ſtuck his Carkaſs all over 
with flowers , and after carried him tothe place appoint- 
ed for Burial , . where ſetting him down , ( the 
Prieſt having given fome godly Exhortations concerning 
the trailty of life) then do they take ſtones ( a heap beg 


provided there for that purpoſe) and the neareſt ' of the - 


kin begins to lay the firſt ſtone upon him,afterwards the reſt 
follows , they never leaving=® till they have covered 
the body deep in ſtones , ſo that no Beaſt can poſſibly 
come to him, and this ſhift were they forced to make, having 
no Spades or Shovels wherewith to dig them Graves ; 
which want of theirs we eſpying , beſtowed-+ Ptck-axand 


two Shovels upon them, 


Here might Iadd their way of Chriſtening Children , 
but that being little different fron yours in ENGLAND, 
and taught them by GEOGE PINES at firſt which 
they have fince continued , I ſhall therefore forbear to ſpeak 


thereof. 


After our retvrn back from the diſcovery of theCountrey,the 
Wind not being fit for our purpoſe, and tir men allo willing 
thereto » we got all our cuttin Inſtruments on Land, anu 
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{ell to hewing down of Trees,with which,in a little time, (a- 
ny hands xv: Fo light work ) we built up a Pallace for this 
Williams Pines the Lord of that Countrey ; which though much 
inferiour to the houſes of your Gentry in England. Yet to 
them which never had ſeen berter,. it appeared a very Lordly 
Place, This deed of ours was: beyond expreſſion acceptable 
unto him, loading.\us with thanks for ſo great a benefit, of 
which he ſaid he Could never be able to make a requital. 


And now acquainting'him, that upon the firſt opportunity 
we were reſolved to leave the Ifland, as alſo how that we 
were near Neighbours to the Countrey of England, from 
whence his Anceſtors came ; he ſeemed upon the news to be 
nf# diſcontented -that we would leave him, deſiring) if ir 
might ſtand with our commodity 'to continue ſtill with him, 
but ſeeing he could not prevail, he invited us to dine with him 
the next day, which we promiſed to do, azainſt which time 
he provided,very ſumptuouſly ( according to his eſtate) for 
us, and now was he attended after a more Royal manner then 
ever we ſaw him before, both for number of Servants, and 
initiplicizy of Meat, on which we fed very heartily 3 but he 
having no other Beverage for us to drink, then water, we 
ferched from our Ship a Caſe of Brandy , preſenting ſome of 
it to him to drink, but when he had taſted of ir, he would by 
no means be per{ſwaded to touch thereof again, preferring ( as 
he ſaid ) his own Countrey Water before all ſuch Liquors 
whatſoever... 


After we had Dined, we were invited out into the Fields 
to behold their Country Dauncing , which they did with 
great agility of body ; and though they had no other then only 
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Vocal Muſick (ſeveral of them ſinging al that while ) yet did 


they trip it very neatly, giving ſuffictent ſatisfaRion toall thar 
behcld them, : 


The next day weinvited the Prince W:1l;am Pines aboard our 
Ship,where was nothing wanting in what we could to entertain 
kim , he had about a dozen of Servants to attend on him he 
much admired at the Tacklings of our Ship,but when we came 
to diſcharge a piece or two of Ordnance, it ſtruck him into a 
wonder and amazement to behold the ſtrange effefts of Pow- 
der z he was very ſparing in his Diet, neither could he, or any 
of his followers be induced to drink any thing bur Water : 
We there preſented him with ſeveral things, as much as we 
could ſpare, which we thought would any wayes conduce to 
their benefit , all which he very gratefully received, afluring 
us of his real love and good will, whenſoever we ſhould come 
thither again, | | 


And now we intended the next day to take our leaves, the 
Wind ſtanding fair, blowing wirh a gentle Gale South and by 
Eaſ},but as we were hoiſing of our Sails,and weighing Archers 
we were ſuddenly Allarm'd with a noiſe trom the (hore, 
the Prince, W. Pipes imploring our affiſtance in an Inſurrecti- 
on which had happened amongft them, of which this was 
the cauſe. 

Henry Phil, the chief Ruler of the Tribe or Family of the 
Phils, being the Off-ſpring cf George Praes which he had by the 
Negro-woman ; this man had raviſhed the Wite of one of ric 
principal of the Family of the 7 revors, which a& being made 
known, the Trevors aflemblcd themſelvesa lltogether ro bring 
the oftender unto Juſtice : But he — his crime to be !o 

0 


orcat, as extended to the loſs of life : ſought to defend _- 
, | ; Dy 
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by force,which he had as unlawfully committed, whereupon 
the whole Iſland was 1n a great hurly burly, they being roo 
great Potent Factions, the bandying of which againſt each o- 
ther,threatned a general ruin to the whole State, 

* The Governour Will: am: P:es had interpoſed in the matter, 
bur found his Authority too weak to repreſs ſuch Diſorders ; 
for where the Hedge of Government is once broken down;the 
"moſt vile bear the greateſt rule, whereupon he delir'd our aſ- 
fiſtance» to which we readily condeſcended , and arming out 
twelve of us went on Shore, rather as toa ſurprize then fight, 
for what could nakednſ(s do to encounter with Arms, Being 
conducted by him to the force of our Enemy, we firſt entered 
into parley, ſeeking to gain them rather by fair means then 
fo:ce, bur that not prevailing, we were necellitated to uſe vio- 
lence, for this Hezry Ph:ll being of an undaunted reſolution,and 
having armed his fellows with Clubs and Stones,they ſent ſuch 
a Peal amongſt us, as made us at the firſt to give back ; which 
encouraged them to follow us on with great violence, but we 
diſcharging off three or four Guns, when they ſaw ſome of 
themſelves wounded, and heard the terrible reports which 
—hey gave. they ran away with greater ſpeed then they came. 
The Band of the Trevors who were joyned with us, hotly pur- 
ſued them, and having taken their Captain, returned with 
great triumph to their Governour, who fitting in Judgment 
upon him, he was adjudged to death, and thrown off a ſteep 
Rockinto the Sea, the only way they have of puniſhing any by 
death, except burning. | 


And now at la{t we took our ſolemn leaves of the Gover- 
nour, and departed from thence, having been there in all, the 
!pace of three weeks and two dayes, we took with us good 
{tore of the ficſh of a Beaſt which rhey call there Rewal, being 
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in taſt differenc either from Beef or Swincs-fleſh, yet very de- 
lightful tothe Pallate, and exceeding nutrimental. We took 
allo with us altve, divers Fowls which they call Mazde, about 
the bigneſs of a Pullet,and not different in taſte, they are very 
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ſwift of flight , and yer ſo fearleſs of danger, that they will. 


ſtand (ill till ſuch time as you catch them: We had allo ſent us 
in by the Governour about two buſhels of eggs, which asI con- 


jecure were the Zards eggs, very luſſfious 1n taſte, and (tren- 


thening to the body, 


June $, We hada ſight of Cambaiaga part of the Eaſt Indies, 
but under the Government of the great Cham of Tartary 3 here 
our Veſlel ſprigi.2 leak, we vvere forced to put to ſhore, 
age 1n ſome of our Commodities ; vve 
che Pump for eighteen hours together , 


yvere forced 


_ vvhich, had that miſcarried,vve had inevitably have periſhed ; 


here vveſtat;d five dayes mending our Ship,and drying ſome of 
our Goods, and then botfing Sail , in four days time more vve 
came to Calecute. - 
This Calecute is the chief Mart Tovvn and Staple of all the 
Indian Traffique, it is very populous, and frequer ted by Mer- 
chants of all Nations. Here vve unhladed a grear part of our 
Goods, and taking in others, vvhich cauſed us to ſtay there a 
full Moneth, during vvhich ſpacezat leiſure times I vverg abroad 
to take a ſurvey of the City» yvhich I found to be larze and po- 
pulous, lying for rhree miles together upon the, Sea-{horc., 
Here is 4 great many of thoſe perſons vyhom thy call Br ach- 


-22a3is, being their Prieſts or Teachers vvhom they much revc- 


rence. It 1s a cuſtome here for the, King to give to ſome of 
thoſe Brachmarn,the hanſelling of his Nuptial Bed ; for which 
cauſe, not the Kings, but the Kings fiſters ſons ſucceed in the 
Kinzdom,as being more certainly known to be of the true Roy- 


al blood : And theſe ſiſters of his chooſe what — 
plcaſe, 
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plcaſe, on whom to beſtow their Virginities ; and if they prove 
not in a certain time robe with child, they betake themſelves to 
theſe Brachmas Stalions,who never fail of doing their. work. 
'Fhe peoplearc indifferently civil and ingenious, both men 


and women imitate a Majeſty in their Train and Apparel, which 


they ſiveeten with Oyles and Perfumes : adorning themſelves 
with Jewels and other Ornaments befitting each Rank and 
Quality of them. 5 
They have many odd Cuſtoms amongſt them which they 
obſerve very ſtriQly ; as firſt, not knowing their Vives after 


they have born them two children - Secondly, not ac- 


companying them, if aiter five years cohabition they can raiſe 
no ilue by them, but raking others in they aS*: Thirdly, 
never being rewarded for any Military unleſs the 

brins with them an enemicy Head in thetr but that which, 


” ow, = * 
is ſtrangeſt, and indeed moſt barbarous, is that when any of 


_ their friends falls ſick, they will rather chuſe to kill him, then 


that he ſhould be withered by ſickneſs. 

Thus you ſee there is little employment there for Doors, 
when to be ſick, is the next was for to be ſlain, or perhaps the 
pcople may be of the mind rather to kill themſelves,then 
to let the Doors do it. 

Having diſpatched our buſineſs,and fraighted again our Ship, 
we left Galecute, and put forth to Sca, and coaſted alonz ſc- 
veral of the I{lands belonging to /razra , at Camboia T met with 
our old friend Mr. David Prire, who was overjoyed to ſee 
me, to whom 1 related our Diſcovery of the Iſland' of P:zes , 
in the ſame manner as I have related it to you 3 he was then 
but newly recovered of a Feaver, the Air of that place not being 
agreeable to him ; here we took in good ſtore of Aloess and 
ſome other Commodittes, and victuniled our Ship for our re- 


turn home. 
After 
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After four dayes ſailing, we met with two Portugal Ships 


Om 


__—F 


which came from L:5s4oz, one whereof had in a ſtorm loſt irs 


Top-maſt, and was forced in part to be towed by the other. 
Ve had no bad weather in eleven diycs ſpace, but then a ſud- 
den ſtorm of Wind did us much harm in our Tacklings , and 
{wept away one of our Sailors oft from the Force Caſtle, Norrern- 
ber rhe ſixth had like to have been a fatal day unto us, our Ship 
ſtriking twice upon a Rock, and at night was in danger of be- 
ing fired by the negligence of a Boy, leaving 2 Candle care- 
lefly in the Gun-room ; the next day we were chal by a 
Pyrate of A4rgiere, but by the {wiftnets of our Sails we our 
ran him. December the firſt we came again to 1adagaſcar , 
where we pur in fora freſh recrult of Victuals and Warer. 
During our abode here, there hapned a very great Earth- 
quake, which tumbled down many Houles ; "The people of 
themſelves are very Unhoſpitable and Treacherous, hardly to 
to be drawn to Trafhque with any people z and now, this ca- 
lamitie happening upon them, ſo enraged them againſt rhe 
Chriſtians, 1mputing all ſuch calamities to the cauſe of them, 
that they fell upon ſome Portugals and wounded them, and we 
ſceing their miſchievous Actions, with all the ſpeed we could 
put forth to Sea again, and failed to the Iſland of St. Helleps. 
Here we ſtayed all the Chriſ{zzas Holy-dayes, which was vere 
much celebrated by the Governour there under the King of 
Spain: Here we furniſhed our ſelves with all neceflaries which 
we wanted ; - but upon our departure, our old acquaintance 
Mr. Petrus Ramazina, coming 1n a Skift out of the Ifle del Prin- 
cipey or the Princes Ifland, retarded our going for the ſpace of 
two dayes, for both my ſelf and our Purſer had Emergent bu- 
ſineſs with him, he being concerned in thoſe Aﬀairs of which 
I wrote to you in 4pr7l laſt : Indeed we cannot bur acknow- 
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Icdge his Courteſtes unto us, of which you know he is never 
ſparing. Jazuary the firſt, we again hoiſed Sail, having a fair 
and proſperous gatl of Wind, we touched at the Canaries, but 
made no tarriance, deſirous now to ſee our Native Countrey ; 
but the Winds was very croſs unto us for the ſpace of a week, 
at laſt we were favoured with a gentle Gale, which brought us 
on merrily ; though we were on a ſudden ſtricken again into 
a dump ; a Sailor from the main Maſt diſcovering five Ships 
which put us all in a great fear, we being Richly Laden, and 
not very well provided for Detence ; but they bearing up to 
us, we found them to be Zealanders and our Friends ; aftcr 
many other paſſages concerning us? not ſo much worthy of 
Note, we at laſt fatele arrived at home, 2fay 26. 1668, 

Thus Sir, have I given you a brief, but true Relation of our 
Voyage, Which I was the more willing to dos to prevent 
falſe Copies which might be ſpread of this nature : As for the 
Iland of Pzzes it ſelf, which cauſed me to Write thls Relation, 
I ſuppoſe it is a thtng ſo ſtrange as will hardly be credited by 
fome, although perhaps knowing perſons, eſpecially confider- 
ing our laſt age being fo full of Diſcoveries, that this Place 
ſhould lie Dormant for ſo long a ſpace of time ; Others I know, 
ſuch Nullifidians as will believe nothing but what they ſee , 
applying that Proverb unto us, That Travelors may le by autho- 
rity, Bur Sir, in writing to you, I queſtion not but to give 


 Credence, you knowing my diſpoſition ſo hateful ro divulge 


Falfities 3 1 ſhall requeſt you to impart. this my Relation to 
Mr. W.W. and Mr, P.L, remembring me very kindly unto them, 
not forgetting my old acquaintance Mr. F, P. and Mr. 7. B. no 
moreat preſent,but only my beſt reſpets to you and your ſc- 


cond ſelf, I reſt | 
Yours inthe beſt of friendfhip, 
Fuly 22, 1668. Henry Cornelius Van Shetten, 


- TT. WEE "neonate" 
> 
, 


4 
k 
F 
f 
r 


(31) 
POST:SCRIPT. 


Ne thing concerning the Iſle of P:zes, I had almoſt quite 
forgot, we had with us an 1r:ſþ man named Dermot Conelly 
who had formerly bcen in Ezglazd, and had learned there to 
play on the Bag-pipes, which he carried to Sea with him ; yet 
ſo un-Engliſhed o was, thathe had quite forgotten your Lan- 
guage , bur ſtill retained his Art of Bagpipe-playing, in which 
he took extraordinary delight ; being one day on Land in the 
Iſle of Pires, he played on them, but to ſee x admiration of 
thoſe naked people concerning them, would have ſtriken you 
into admiration ; long ttme it was before we could perſwade 
chem that 1t was not a living creature» although they were 
ermitred to touch and feel it, and yet are the people very in- 
telligible, retaining a grear part of the Ingenuity and Gallan- 
try of the Exgliſþ Nation, though they have not that happy 
means to expreſs themſelves in this reſpe& we may acconnr 
them fortunate,in that poſleſſing little, they enjoy all things, 
as being contented with what they have, wanting thoſe alure- 
ments to miſchief, which our European Countries are enriched 
with. I ſhall not dilate any further, no queſtion but time will 
make this Iſland known better to the world; all thatI ſhall ever 
ſay of it is, that it is a place enriched with Natures abundance, 
defictent in nothing conducible to the ſultentation of mans life, 
which were it Manured by Agri-culture and Gardening , as 
other of our European Countries are,no queſtion but it would 
equal,if not exceed many which now pals for praiſe worthy. 


FINTS. 


